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Burroughs Bibliophile Ralph Brown hosted the 2004 ECOF convention in Sacramento and 
just informed us of the publication of a new comic book featuring artwork by Dan Parsons 
who designed the ERB logo (pictured below right) for the convention.  Ralph writes: “It is 
issue #3 which has seven pages on the ECOF 2004 gathering, and an ERB-like story en-
titled ‘Savage Planet: Secrets of the Empire.’ ” The photo of the ECOF convention shows 
33 ERB fans, including our late president, Bob Hyde. We found a copy at our local comic 
book store for $3.50.                                                                                   ... “Ye Editor”

Savage Planet 



A former 
North Hig

h boy cam
e in to s

ee me tod
ay - Clar

ence L. B
lair 

- and ask
ed me to 

send a me
ssage to 

the North
 High boy

s and gir
ls 

for their
 Annual. 

 He sugge
sted that

 I write 
something

 inspirin
g on 

“good lit
erature.”

 

I shall h
ave to co

nfess to 
you, as I

 did to h
im, that 

a great m
any 

book revi
ewers ins

ist that 
I know no

thing abo
ut litera

ture of a
ny 

kind, but
, however

 that may
 be, I am

 sure tha
t I know 

what youn
g peo-

ple like 
to read a

nd a grea
t many ol

d people 
who are s

till youn
g in 

heart, an
d if my s

tories ar
e not lit

erature, 
they are 

at least 
clean, 

and, I ho
pe, enter

taining.

There are
 among yo

u, probab
ly, futur

e famous 
authors a

nd playwr
ights, 

and each 
of you, w

hen he ha
s attaine

d the ful
l flower o

f his abi
li-

ties, wil
l have hi

s limitat
ions just

 as all w
riters an

d playwri
ghts 

and other
 human be

ings have
.  So, if

 I were t
o send an

y message
 to 

you, it w
ould be s

imply to 
give the 

best that
 there is

 in you t
o your 

public.  
Your best

 will nev
er be per

fect but 
if it is 

your best
 it 

will be w
orthy of 

applause 
and will 

receive t
he recogn

ition tha
t is 

its due.

In writin
g a story

 I always
 feel bou

nd by a c
ertain du

ty that I
 owe 

my reader
s to give

 them the
 best I c

an.  Howe
ver far b

eneath th
e 

highest s
tandards 

it may be
, it is s

till my b
est and I

 know tha
t I 

have not 
cheated a

nd whatev
er succes

s I have,
 I have e

arned.  W
hich 

is enough
 preachin

g, as eve
ryone hat

es to be 
preached 

to, howev
er in-

teresting
 the serm

on may be
 to the p

reacher.

When writ
ing to yo

ung peopl
e in scho

ols I am 
always re

minded th
at, 

while som
e schools

 use my b
ooks in t

heir Engl
ish work,

 others b
ar 

me absolu
tely.  In

 one of t
he latter

, where T
arzan was

 looked u
pon 

in holy h
orror, a 

girl was 
asked to 

write a r
eview of 

one of Jo
hn 

Burroughs
’ nature 

studies. 
 When she

 handed i
t in the 

teacher w
as 

shocked t
o discove

r that sh
e had wri

tten a sy
nopsis of

 TARZAN O
F THE 

APES.   O
n the oth

er hand, 
there is 

a teacher
 in a sch

ool in Fl
orida 

who is re
ading THE

 CAVE GIR
L out lou

d to her 
class - a

 very hum
an 

teacher -
 may her 

tribe inc
rease!

         
         

         
         

         
         

         
     

         
         

         
         

     -Edg
ar Rice B

urroughs

The Porges Page
Nestled among the Irwin Porges papers for his 1975 biography of ERB, 
I found an interesting office memo written by Burroughs in May, 1925. 
It sums up his basic beliefs in writing fiction for entertainment, and is 
delivered with his usual brand of humor, so we are publishing it in this 
issue of The Gridley Wave.  

... “Ye Editor”


